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Details are stll to be finalised but a
masterplan by Whestler resert planner
Ecosign is in place and internaticnal

hetel operaters are believed to have been
confirmed at time of print. The plans include
500 new beds in several low-rise boutique
hetels, a villa precinct and a multi-purpese
mountain base at an estimated cost of
US$500 million. A new network of lifts and
gondolas will replace the current lift and
extend beyond their current reach.

Most interestingly, there are plans for one
new ift connecting the top of Mt Moima
to the west face of Mt Annupuri to about
1000m. However as this is national park,
it needs federal government consent with
everyone’s hope for a speedy approval.

if approved and built, this would create a
new wide, gc’vlic beg nners’ sk zone on
this upper meountain area, which would be
able to open earlier in the seasen and close
later. Beginner skoers are the biggest growth
market for Niseke

The ift could also potentially gwve advanced
skiers access towards the peak of Mit
Annupun and into the fameus Aanupuri

MT ANNUPUR

Osawa bowl. However it may also be subject
to gate access guidelines in accordance

with the “Niseko Rules"” governing resort
sdecountry access. Another exciting

lift planned is ene linking the base of the
western-mest Niseko United resort of
Annupari back up to the peak of Mt Mowa.

Moma Ski Resort has already acquired an
existing hotel just beyond its peak in the
famous Goshiki Onsen precinct. It can be
accessed by road, but with the new lifts this
too would become part of the Moiwa Resort
area, creating a truly vaned and unigue resort
setup within Nicko, which otherwise has
centralised villages at the base of each resort

Meanwhile the new mountain base is likely to
include restaurants, a cafe, retail and family
facilities, and adoin a 4-star hotel as well

as two adventure hotels - a new concept
that is being developed and to be launched
soon. Nearby on a gradually sleping forested
hillside just off to the side of the resort, a
precinct with linked 5-star luxury hotel and
villa residences is planned. There are believed
to be 31 residences of about BOOsgm each,
larger than most of Niseko's most prestigious

chalets, and outdeor ensen (hot spring)
baths. There is ne official confirmation but
itis understood Aman will be the official
cperator of the 5-star hotel and residences,
and Marriot the 4-star hote

The vision for the resort is to turn itinto a
vibrant family-friendly resort in the mould of
Whistler and other international ski resorts
that have managed to attract significant
visitation in all seasons. In summer hiking,
running and mountain bike trads would
cennec

he base and peak of the meuntain.
Tree trekking, zip lines, summer tuding and
cther family-friend'y indeor and cutdoer
activities would create energy and activity
in the non-ski seasons, with retail and
restaurants to support.

Hanazono Ski Resort, on the opposite side
of Niseke United from Moiwa, is the cther
resort with similarly grand plans for hotel,
resort and kft expansion. Its project cost is
reported to be USS600 million.
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